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Training leaders to connect and 
equip women to live boldly for God. 

This is my prayer for each of you as 
we begin the advent season, that 
the God of hope would fill you with 
all joy and peace as you trust in Him 
so that you might overflow with the 
hope by the power of the Holy Spir-
it.  
 

It sounds nice, doesn’t it? But do 
you really believe it is possible to 
overflow with hope when every-
thing around us seems so uncer-
tain? Evil abounds. More and more 
the norms of society seem to be 
everything that goes counter to the 
Word of God.  
How is your hope? Are you holding 
on by a thread or overflowing with 
hope? As I pray for you this morning, 
may I also encourage you to medi-
tate on these words until they sink 
into your spirit?  
 
The key to living a life filled with 
hope is to first know the God of 
hope. How well do you know Him? 
Do you know how to know Him 
better? He loves us so much! And 
He wants us to know Him more and 
more. We do that by meeting with 
Him every day in the Word and in 
prayer. I am not talking about 
checking off your “I had my 5-
minute devotion with Jesus box.” 
There’s nothing wrong with a 5-

minute devotional in the morning. 
It’s just that that is not enough time 
to really get to know someone.  
Have you ever been in love? You 
wanted to spend every possible mo-
ment with that person. You wanted 
to know everything about them. If 
you married that person, you also 
know that over time the desire to 
spend every available minute with 
them disappears. Life settles into a 
routine and we lose the passion for 
knowing all about them. We don’t 
plan for that to happen it just does. 
And just like we must be intentional 
in keeping the passion in our mar-
riage, we need to be intentional 
about our relationship with the 
Lord. 
Do you know how much He delights 
to spend time with you? He does 
(Isaiah 62:4). He loves to share His 
secret treasures with those who 
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love Him (Jeremiah 33:3). When 
we come to the Lord in the Word 
and in prayer with a desire to 
know Him better, He is eager to 
reveal Himself to us. If your hope 
is not overflowing, it may be be-
cause your relationship with the 
God of Hope needs to be more 
intentional.  
 

Something else I’ve discovered 
about hope is that is directly con-
nected to how much I am able to 
trust the Lord. A quick glance at 
Hebrews chapter 11 will show 
you what I mean. Faith is believ-
ing the Word of God. The degree 
that we are able to believe what 
the Lord has told us through His 
Word, the more vibrant our faith 
will be.  
 

Just in case you are starting to 
feel like you don’t measure up or 
guilty for not having more faith, I 
want you to know that there is no 
condemnation for those who are 
in Christ Jesus (Romans 12:1). The 
only reason I feel confident about 
writing these words is that God 
has very patiently spent years 
teaching me to lay aside my 
doubts and insecurities and learn 
to stand upon His Word. He has 
taught me that my faith has less 
to do with my ability to trust Him 
than His faithfulness. Because He 
is faithful. I choose to trust Him. I 
didn’t wake up one morning with 
more faith, it happened slowly 
over time as I began to take Him 
at His Word. 
 
God loves it when His kids believe 

what He says! To know what He 
says, you have to spend time in 
the Word, not just reading it but 
meditating on it and practicing it 
with the help of the Holy Spirit.  
 

That brings me to my next point. 
The Holy Spirit. Do you know that 
the Trinity includes the Holy Spir-
it? When Jesus died on the Cross 
and then rose again three days 
later, He told His followers to go 
and make disciples of all nations, 
but He told them to wait until 
they had received the Holy Spirit. 
It happened at Pentecost in the 
second chapter of Acts just as He 
had said. Sadly, the body of 
Christ is often lacking because we 
don’t know the Holy Spirit very 
well. We know He is in us, but we 
really have no idea how to access 
the resurrection power that the 
Bible talks about. The enemy has 
lied to us and kept us at arm’s 
length with the Holy Spirit be-
cause he knows it is the Holy 
Spirit who empowers us to live 
the life we have been called to 
live. Without Him, there is no 
way to do it no matter how hard 
we try. Want to experience more 
of the joy and peace that bring us 
hope? Ask the Holy Spirit to help 
you understand Him better. 
Study what the Word says about 
Him. (John 14-16; Acts 2; Romans 
6-8, Galatians 5:22-23) 
I wish there was a fairy wand that 
I could touch you with to cause 
some instant hope to fill your 
heart. The truth is we can have 
hope that overflows from our 

lives, but it is more like a seed 
that we nurture until it grows 
into a mature fruit-bearing tree 
than a touch from your fairy 
godmother. Nothing worthwhile 
comes to us in an instant. Over-
flowing hope is definitely worth-
while. It is also quite possible. 
The Word tells us so. Do you be-
lieve the Word? Do you believe 
the Lord? Do you want to trust 
Him more, so that you can expe-
rience overflowing hope, not to 
mention joy and peace?  
 

Don’t wait another moment! 
Take a few moments right now 
to ask Him to teach you how to 
walk in the hope He has for you. 
Don’t let the enemy rob you of 
your hope, peace, and joy for 
another moment.  
 

Lord, we want to live in the 
hope, joy, and peace that You 
have for us. Help us to seek You 
more so that we can know you 
better. Help us to learn to know 
You, to believe Your Word, and 
to trust You in all things because 
You are faithful. Everything You 
say you will do, we know that 
you will do. Please fill us to over-
flowing with hope, Lord, so that 
we can share it with those 
around us who don’t know You 
yet. In Jesus’ mighty Name.  
 

Living Boldly for God,  
 

CGWM Director 
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Peace. It is more than the absence 
of strife. It is more than the ab-
sence of fear. It is a gift from the 
Lord and is available for every be-
liever, though many are missing 
out. I hope that the peace of God 
rules your life, but if it doesn't 
keep reading. If worry robs you of 
peace or if strife and chaos rob 
you of peace, then read on.  

First, He himself is our peace 
(Ephesians 2:14). To experience 
the peace of Christ we must know 
Him. To know Him we admit that 
we are sinners and need His for-
giveness. When we confess our 
sins, He is faithful to forgive us and 
purify us from all unrighteousness 
(1 John 1:9). 
So, peace is only for believers, but 
many believers still don't live in 
the peace offered to them. Why? 
If they are like I was many years 

ago, then they simply don't real-
ize that they have allowed the 
enemy of their souls to rob them 
of the peace given by God. We do 
that by tolerating fear, anxiety, 
strife or chaos to rule in our 
hearts.  
You may think you have no con-
trol over how you feel, but you 
do. We can let our emotions rule 
our lives, or we can--with the 
help of the Holy Spirit--learn a 
better way. Do you know that 
peace is a fruit of the Holy Spirit? 
That means you can't come up 
with it on your own. It is a gift 
that grows in our lives as we al-
low the Holy Spirit to reign in our 
hearts. God tells us not to worry 
or be anxious (Philippians 4:6-7). 
He tells us to instead bring our 
cares to Him and the peace of 
Christ will rule in our hearts.  
Do not be anxious about any-
thing, but in every situation, by 
prayer and petition, with thanks-
giving, present your requests to 
God. And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understand-
ing, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus. Philip-
pians 4:6-7 

We give up our peace when we 
let fear, worry, chaos and strife 
rule in our hearts and minds in-
stead of bringing our needs to 
the Lord. I understand how true 
this is because when I learned 
this lesson I was consumed with 
anxiety, chaos and strife. I had no 
idea that I could do something 
about it either. But God showed 

me how to recognize the things 
that were robbing me of my 
peace and to find my peace in 
Him through prayer and thanks-
giving.  
 

Like Jesus who told the storm to, 
"Be Still!" I learned to tell my 
heart to be still. I learned to 
choose to believe God's Word 
more than I believed my emo-
tions. I let the Holy Spirit teach 
me how to stand strong on the 
Word instead of letting the ene-
my throw me into a tizzy every 
time trouble came around.  
 

Jesus didn't say there would be 
no trouble. He said that we 
could have His perfect peace in 
the midst of the trouble (John 
16:33). 
“I have told you these things, so 
that in me you may have peace. 
In this world you will have trou-
ble. But take heart! I have over-
come the world.” 

Our peace comes from Him. Re-
member He is with you always. 
He has given you peace, and He 
wants you to live in the kind of 
peace that allowed Him to be 
asleep in the back of the boat 
during a storm while His disci-
ples were filled with fear. They 
didn't understand that He was 
Lord of the storm! And He was 
with them. They could rest in 
Him. He had the power to 
change the situation or keep 
them safe through it.  
 

In the same way, we can rest in 

Continued on page 4 
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by Heidi Looney 

Him. He is our peace, and 
He will keep our hearts and 
minds at peace as we learn 
to trust Him more than what 
we see or feel. When you 
are worried or anxious, run 
to Jesus. Ask Him to teach 
you how to experience the 
peace He has for you. He 
knows what you need in 
every situation. Trust Him to 
guide you through, for He is 
indeed the Prince of Peace! 

Prince of Peace 
Continued from page 3 

The Christmas season brings 
about one particular emo-
tion for many – joy. While 
not every life experience or 
season we have is one of joy, 
we can celebrate in this sea-
son. So, who in the Christ-
mas story helped show us 
the way of joy – and how do 
we share in it too? 
 
The four Sundays leading up 
to the Christmas holiday are 
known as Advent, and each 
day has its own theme and is 
often accompanied by read-
ings and the lighting of can-
dles. The third Advent Sun-
day is the theme of Joy, rep-

resented by the story of the 
shepherds and it is after them 
this candle is named. In the 
Gospel of Luke, the moment 
the shepherds here about the 
birth of Jesus is detailed.  
 
I find some insights about joy 
from this story and those hum-

ble shepherds. First, through 
God, we can turn fear into joy. 
Though the shepherds were in-
itially afraid, the angels put 
those fears to rest and assured 
them that joy could be found in 
the moment.  
 
Second, joy makes us bearers 
of good news. The angels 
brought the good news of the 
birth of Jesus Christ, and after 

that night, the shepherds 
could bring forth that good 
news too. Joy allows us to 
bring good news to others, 
and that makes it conta-
gious.  
 
Third, joy puts us in the 
frame of mind for rejoicing. 
When we struggle to find 
something to rejoice about 
or times are difficult, joy 
can help us. The shepherds 
had an ordinary night that 
night with the ordinary 
struggles of everyday life, 
but the good news of joy 
that came to them. That 
joy they found, brought 
them to the point of rejoic-
ing. This allowed them to 
believe in the good news 
and realize that their mind-
sets, centered around the 
joy of the coming Christ, 
would allow them to re-
joice. 
 
This season gives us all the 
reason and chance to expe-
rience joy. We can let joy 
help ease our fears, learn 
to bring joy to others, and 
let joy lead us into rejoic-
ing. So, this season, let joy 
lead your way! 

“But the angel said to them, 
‘Do not be afraid; for see — 

I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the 
people: to you is born this 
day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord. This will be a sign 
for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth 
and lying in a manger.’”  

(Luke 2:10-12) 
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His Unexpected Love 

by Julie Dibble 

We are preparing our hearts 
for His arrival. For we who 
believe, the anticipation 
builds each Advent Sunday, 
and effortlessly in between. 
The bountiful, cleansing, life-
changing Love from heaven 
came down.  
 
As women, we can – but at 
the same time we cannot – 
imagine Love going down our 
birth canal. The Savior of the 
World arriving head first. 
After all, He is the head of His 
Church. 
 
What a miracle transpired in-
side and through Mary’s vir-
gin womb! 
Pause a moment.  
Allow awe to take its proper 
place in your heart, mind, 
and soul. 
 
Doesn’t Jesus promise to 
make us new creatures, 
change us from  
the inside out? 
 
His love will not grow weary 
or faint. His love parts seas, 
softens hearts, lifts the hum-
ble, and opposes the proud.  
 
God’s love didn’t just rain 

down from heaven. He came 
down! To meet us in real-
time. To reveal His holiness 
and goodness and power: 
 
When You did awesome 
works that we did not ex-
pect, You came down, and 
the mountains trembled at 
Your presence. From ancient 
times no one has heard, No 
ear has perceived, No eye 
has seen any God besides 
You, who acts on behalf of 
those who wait for Him  
(Isaiah 64:3-4). 
 
 
Jesus, the Word made flesh, 
climbed mountains, walked 
dusty roads, sailed stormy 
waters. Though the prophets 
foretold, though the Jews 
were waiting for the Messiah, 
nobody expected Him in dia-
pers. 
 
Are we making room for His 
love this Christmas? 
 
Mary said, “Yes, Lord.” 
 
Are we believing for a miracle 
in our own bodies, opening 
ourselves to the unexpected? 
Mary received Love to reside 
within her, something that 

was ONLY possible through 
the Holy Spirit.  
 
As it is today, let us fling 
open the gates of our 
hearts and welcome the 
flood of His love. Let us 
abandon expectations and 
increase our awe of Our 
King. There is no telling 
what He may do in we who 
wait for Him … Yet You, 
Lord, are our Father. We 
are the clay, You are the 
potter, we are all the work 
of Your hand (Isaiah 64:8). 

 

Julie Dibble is a serv-
ant of her Lord Jesus 
Christ. Together with 
her husband Jason, 

they have two sons, Braedon 17 
and Jackson 15, and one res-
cued pup named Rocko. Julie 
preaches, writes, hikes, and 
prays for God to use her daily in 
this broken world. Currently, she 
is on staff at Newberrytown 
Church of God as Director of 

Outreach and Evangelism.  
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