
Dear Women of God,  
 
How I wish I could sit down with you 
over a cup of coffee or tea as we talk 
about the topic of repentance, for-
giveness, and extending grace! There 
so many life-changing truths about this 
topic in the Word of God, but too 
many of us do not truly understand 
the power of forgiveness. 
 
 
First, before we go any further, I will 
say most of you reading this have 
grown up in the church, know Jesus as 
your personal Savior, and would say 
you have been forgiven. Yet, you live 
life feeling guilt, shame and condem-
nation. Why is that? I believe that is 
because we have not really been 
taught that there is a very real enemy 
of our souls, the devil, who wants to 
keep us useless in the Kingdom. He 
throws temptation after temptation in 
the paths of believers who do not un-
derstand the full depth of the work 
Jesus did for us on the Cross.  
The devil doesn’t ring the doorbell, 
introduce himself and tell you he is 
going to trick you into a useless life. 
No, he is very cunning. He comes 
bringing temptations that you have 
never won over, and then when you 

give into sin, he judges, condemns 
and criticizes you for messing up by 
planting thoughts of condemnation 
in your brain.  
 
 
How do I know that? Because I 
used to be that person! God in His 
mercy showed me that His way is 
so much better! “When we confess 
our sins, He is faithful and just to 
forgive our sins and cleanse us of 
all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9) 
 
 
When we recognize our sin and ask 
the Lord for forgiveness, He for-
gives us completely–as far as the 
east is from the west. (Psalm 
103:12) Praise God! “There is 
therefore now no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ Je-
sus.” (Romans 8:1)  
 
 
We don’t have to let the enemy 
beat us up with shame, guilt and 
condemnation because in Christ 
there is no condemnation. None. 
He forgives us and cleanses us of 
all unrighteousness. We can simply 
choose to believe the Word of 
God, and accept forgiveness. As we 
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mature, we learn to live in the 
victory Jesus purchased for us at 
the Cross, but in the meantime, we 
do not need to live in guilt, shame, 
and condemnation. When those 
thoughts enter your mind, simply 
remind yourself of the verses above. 
You are forgiven. There is no con-
demnation for those who are in 
Christ. 
 
When we begin to walk in the true 
forgiveness that Christ offers us, it 
becomes much easier to extend 
grace to others who have sinned 
against us. I have heard too many 
Christians say, “I just can’t forgive so 
and so for what they did to me.” 
While I understand how that feels, 
this is another lie the enemy uses to 
keep us trapped. He knows that if 
we do not forgive another then we 
are held in bondage. The Bible says 
we will be forgiven in the same way 
we forgive. (Matthew 6:12) That is 
quite sobering, isn’t it?  
 
Sadly, we live in a very sin-filled 
world and many of us have been 
wounded deeply by those who were 
supposed to be our protectors. If 
that is you. I am sorry for what you 
have had to live through. I know 
from personal experience the ravag-
es of abuse and how hard it can be 
to forgive those who have perpetrat-
ed evil on us. However, until we for-
give, those wounds can never heal 
and we won’t be able to put that 
horror behind us. 
So, what do you do when you feel 
like you can’t forgive someone? You 
choose by an act of your will to for-
give them. You say, “Lord, You know 
I am having trouble forgiving ____ 
for ____. Please help me. I choose to 
forgive them because you have for-
given me for every sin I have com-

mitted. I choose to forgive them be-
cause You want me to forgive them. I 
love You, Lord, and want to obey you. 
So, right now, Lord, by an act of my will 
to forgive _____ for _______--not be-
cause they deserve it or because I feel 
it in my heart, but because you ask me 
to do this. Thank You, Lord, for forgiv-
ing me. Please forgive me for holding 
on to this injustice so long. Now, help 
me to let it go in Jesus’ name.” 
You may need to repeat this prayer 
again. When you forgive by an act of 
your will, it may still take quite some 
time for your emotions to catch up to 
that. Whenever the issue resurfaces, 
bring to the Lord again or you can 
simply say to yourself, “No, I have for-

given that person and I am not going 
to take it back. I refuse.” 
 
In time, your emotions will follow, but 
don’t let your emotions convince you 
that you have not really forgiven that 
person. Remind yourself of the truth.  
 
Why is this important? When we have 
unforgiveness in our heart, it is toxic to 
our body, mind and spirit. We cannot 
experience all that God has for us if we 
are weighted down with unfor-
giveness. Our unforgiveness becomes a 
sin that must be dealt with before the 
Lord. 
It isn’t about who deserves for-
giveness. None of us do. We forgive 
because He forgave us. We forgive be-
cause He calls us to forgive. We forgive 

to be set free. We forgive as Jesus 
did on the Cross, “Father, forgive 
them. They know not what they do.”  
 
If Jesus could forgive those who 
nailed Him to the Cross, then we can 
forgive any and every sin against us. 
Do not let a root of bitterness grow 
in your heart and rob you of the 
blessings of the Lord. Keep short ac-
counts with God. Do not give the en-
emy a foothold in your life. 
 
And when you learn the power of 
forgiveness in your own life, then it 
becomes much easier to extend that 
amazing grace the Lord has given you 
to others in your life who are as far 
short of perfection as you are! We 
are all on a journey with God, and 
each of us travels at our own speed. 
We should not judge another’s walk 
with Christ with our own yardstick. 
Instead, we pray and trust the Lord 
to help others to mature in Christ as 
He has matured us. We can encour-
age others without participating in 
the kind of condemnation that the 
enemy uses on us.  
 
Lord, forgive us for continuing to al-
low sin to rule over us. Teach us to 
walk in victory and freedom, not by 
our own self-control, but by the 
Spirit’s power. Help us forgive those 
who have hurt and disappointed us 
because we love you and want to 
obey you. Make us wise to the ene-
my’s schemes to keep us trapped in 
guilt, shame and condemnation and 
help us to refuse to live that way any 
longer. Lord, it was for freedom that 
you set us free from the law of sin 
and death. Help us to live in that free-
dom. In Jesus’ name. Amen 

Living Boldly for Christ, 

CGWM Director 

Jesus said, 
“Father, forgive them…”  

Luke 23:34 
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The Pharisees were no friends of Jesus. 
They stayed close but with evil inten-
tions. Jesus did not shun or avoid them. 
In His dealings with Pharisees, we have 
much to learn about how to stand firm 
when in the presence of a wolf in 
sheep’s clothing. That is perhaps another 
blog. 

In Luke 7, Jesus accepts the dinner invi-
tation from a nameless Pharisee. The 
scene opens with Jesus reclining at the 
table. A native of this town, a woman 
crashes the party, not for herself but for 
Jesus. With her jar of alabaster, she 
adorns her Savior’s feet with her tears, 
wipes them with her hair, and pours the 
perfume upon them. What a vivid pic-
ture of an intimate connection with our 
Lord! 

Has any one of us slowed down enough 
to worship Him in the presence of ene-
mies? 

The Pharisee seizes the opportunity to 
belittle the woman and Jesus: 

When the Pharisee who 
had invited Him saw this, 
he said to himself, “If this 
man were a prophet, he 
would know who is touch-
ing him and what kind of 
woman she is … that she is 
a sinner.” (Luke 7:39) 

Let this be a reminder not to look at oth-
ers’ sin. We must take care of our own. 
The Pharisee not only neglected the cus-
tomary welcome of Jesus into his home 
but outright joined with his religious 
counterparts to deny the Messiah to His 
holy face. 

Forgiveness, an Extension of Love 
by Julie Dibble 

“You did not pour 
oil on my head, but 
she has poured 
perfume on my 
feet. Therefore, I 
tell you, her many 
sins have been for-
given … as her 
great love has 
shown. But whoev-
er has been forgiv-
en little loves 
little.” (Luke 7:46-
47) 

Jesus here is not suggesting 
there are gradations of for-
giveness. His finished work on 
the Cross is just that … finished. 

However, here we hear our Lord 
calling to us to pour out love, not 
just prayers and petitions. Pure 
love and adoration to our Lord 
are welcome on an occasion, but 
especially when we sin. This 
woman walked unashamed into 
a place where she was immedi-
ately on everyone’s radar. None 
of us know whether the whim-
pers of her heart were trepida-
tion or even concealed shame. 

If she felt any of the latter, the 
feelings did not have the victory. 

Faith, trust, and worshipful love 
went before, strengthening her. 

Jesus publicly forgave (v.48) and 
showered her with love. 

Jesus said to the woman, “Your 
faith has saved you; go in 
peace.” 

If Jesus had never said a word, 
this woman would still have left 
His presence full. Her Lord had 
received her sacrifice of tears, 
purchased perfume, and time 
spent with Him. 

Jesus affirmed her and blessed 
her with peace. 

Forgiveness lives in us, we who 
believe. We shall not take it, or 
our Lord, for granted. 

When we sin, even the slightest 
stray thought, the overspending 
on self, the prideful moment in 
our marriage, we shall fall at His 
feet and love Him. 

Give unto Him who is worthy of 
the honor, time, and intimacy. 

Give, and it will be 
given to you. A good 
measure, pressed 
down, shaken to-
gether and running 
over, will be poured 
into your lap. For 
with the measure 
you use, it will be 
measured to you. 
(Luke 6:38) 

Dear Lord, 

Oh, we are in awe of how You 
revered this sinful woman. Your 
ways are not ours. Your love is 
deeper than we could ever imag-
ine. Help us, Lord, to not allow sin 
to slip by as if it doesn’t matter to 
You. You, Jesus, took the nails in 
Your hands and feet, where ours 
should have been. Lord, together 
we lift Your name on high. We 
praise Your holy name. We ask 

Continued on page 4 
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You to reignite our love for You like we 
had at the beginning—like this wom-
an had with the alabaster jar. We 
need You now more than we did yes-
terday or even this morning. In Jesus’ 
name, we pray. AMEN 

Julie Dibble is a servant of 
her Lord Jesus Christ. To-
gether with her husband 
Jason, they have two 
sons, Braedon 17 and 

Jackson 15, and one rescued pup 
named Rocko. Julie preaches, writes, 
hikes, and prays for God to use her 
daily in this broken world. Currently, 
she is on staff at Newberrytown 
Church of God as Director of Outreach 
and Evangelism. 
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