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Training leaders to connect and 
equip women to live boldly for God. 

As we approach Thanksgiving, I 
think it is fitting that I share with 
you some thoughts about Thank 
Offering and the transforming pow-
er of gratitude in the life of a disci-
ple. 
 
First, it is exciting to report that our 
2022 Thank Offering totaled 
$23,393.43. Of that, $14,036.06 was 
disbursed to the following ministries 
supported by CGMW: 
 
Leadership Training   
 25%  $ 3,509.00 
Winebrenner Seminary  
 25%  $ 3,509.00 
Haiti Physical Therapy School 
 20%  $ 2,807.00 
Venezuela Bible School  
 15%  $ 2,105.00 
School for Girls in India**  
 15%  $ 2,106.06 

Total               
100%  $14,036.06 

 
**Please note that the amount des-
ignated to the India School for Girls 
will be used as a scholarship for Ma-
dumita Susanna Singha this year to 
help pay fees for her final stage of 
nursing school. She recently (Oct 26) 
finished her final exams at the Uni-

versity and now must enroll at a 
medical facility for her practical ex-
perience. The reason for this change 
at this time is that the India School 
for Girls has been greatly affected 
by both the pandemic and the pass-
ing of Charusheela Singha and they 
are currently not enrolling students. 
We appreciate your prayers for 
them and will update you as we are 
able. The remaining 40% of Thank 
Offering is dispersed by Regional 
CGWMs. 
 
We cannot overestimate how our 
Thank Offering is being used to ad-
vance the Kingdom of God around 
the globe! For updates on each of 
these ministries, please visit our 
website 
 (https://www.cggcwomen.org/
thank-offering). There is a pdf file 
and PowerPoint slides on that page 
which we hope you will use to share 
this information with your ladies 
and/or church. 
 
I am reminded of the other purpose 
of this offering. With each coin we 
drop in our barrels, we are also de-
veloping an attitude of gratitude. It 
is hard to grumble and be grateful 
at the same time! I know how easy 

https://www.cggcwomen.org/thank-offering
https://www.cggcwomen.org/thank-offering
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it is to grumble and complain in a 
culture where that is the norm, 
but I wonder if you have experi-
enced the joy of being thankful 
instead.  
 
When we choose to give thanks 
instead of grumbling or complain-
ing, we acknowledge that  
 
• God is good 
• We appreciate His many 

blessings 
• We trust Him no matter the 

circumstances 
• We believe He will keep His 

promises 
 
Grumbling and complaining cost 
the Israelites 40 extra years in the 
wilderness that God had not de-
sired for them. Their lack of faith 
and trust in the Lord caused them 
to miss out on His blessing. 
 
Dr. Caroline Leaf, a Christian neu-
roscientist, explains how toxic 
thinking is actually damaging to 
our minds and bodies. On the 
contrary, God designed us for 
praise, so when we worship the 
Lord and give Him thanks, our 
brain functions at its very best! . 
(Worship and the Brain with Dr. Caroline 
Leaf https://youtu.be/4RR4Mvhm5rw) 

 
So, when God tells us in his Word 
to give thanks in all circumstanc-
es, it is because He designed us to 
function best when we do. No 
matter how difficult life can be, 
there is always something to give 
thanks for. We may need Holy 
Spirit’s help, but He is eager to 

 

 

Being Thankful Isn't Always Easy 
by Heidi Looney 

Thanksgiving is a holiday that has 
always left me struggling. Amid 
great blessings, this particular 
time of celebration has left me 
focusing on difficulties, failures, 
and insufficiency. I find that I am 
drawn to where the blessings 
lack, rather than where they are 
abundant.  
 
I am easily drawn to the sadness 
and suffering of life, and because 
of that, I think I fail at thankful-
ness itself. I used to think thanks-
giving was all – and only – about 
joy, and that embracing the bless-
ings of life needed unbound and 
unbridled happiness. Each year 
this holiday seems to taunt me 
that thankfulness is a failure, ra-
ther than a shared spirit. Howev-
er, I have now come to realize 
what thankfulness is, and how to 
be at peace while embracing 
thankfulness. 
 
Thanksgiving, according to the 
Cambridge Dictionary, is “the 
feeling of being happy or grateful 
because of something.” One can 
be grateful, or happy, and it’s not 
required to be both. I also think 
of 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, which 
says “Rejoice always, pray contin-
ually, give thanks in all circum-
stances; for this is God’s will for 
you in Christ Jesus.” Reading this 
verse makes my prone-to-
unhappy heart sing! One can re-
joice, and give thanks, in ALL cir-
cumstances. Our circumstances 
don’t have to be good or happy 

to be thankful. God isn’t asking us to 
forget our circumstances. Instead, 
through giving thanks even in bad 
circumstances, we can find a way to 
rejoice and pray and we are follow-
ing God’s will – not failing at thanks-
giving as I’ve always thought.  
 
I’m also reminded of the Jewish 
wedding tradition of breaking glass. 
This was a tradition observed at my 
own wedding, in honor of my ances-
try. At the end of the ceremony, 
glass is broken by the groom. This 
holds multiple meanings. Some say 
it is the destruction of the Temple of 
Jerusalem, one of the saddest days 
in their history. Others say it is a re-
minder that marriage can hold both 
sorrow as well as joy and that the 
commitment should remain 
throughout. In one of the happiest 
celebrations in life, this tradition 
tempers the joy and gives a moment 
to reflect. Sadness and joy can coex-
ist, and thankfulness can be cele-
brated in both. 
 
I thank God for showing me that 
thankfulness can be a practice of my 
soul, and my self-doubts and per-
sonality don’t exclude me from it. 
This year I feel I’m finally learning 
how to be thankful in all of the cir-
cumstances. And surprisingly, that 
thankfulness brings a little spirit of 
joy with it, too.  
 



guide us into right thinking. 
 
In case you think this comes 
naturally to me, it doesn’t. 
Well, it didn’t use to, but more 
and more as I learn to give 
thanks in every situation and 
experience abundant joy and 
peace, I find it easier every 
day! Practicing a daily habit 
with my Thank Offering really 
has transformed my life! May I 
encourage you to keep your 
Thank Offering barrel handy 
and fill it freely with thankful-
ness as you drop in your coins? 
If you don’t do coins, take a 
moment each day to drop in a 
small square of paper with 
whatever you are thankful for, 
and at the end of the year, to-
tal those up before your make 
your offering. 
 
I give thanks to the Lord for 
you, dear sisters. You are a 
treasure in the Father’s hand. 
You are deeply loved. You are 
wanted and cherished more 
than you can imagine. You are 
a masterpiece and a reflection 
of His glory.  
 
Please note: We have had 
some changes in our Regional 
leadership, so please be sure 
to check our website for the 
most current contact infor-
mation before you send your 
Thank Offering in 2023.  
 

Living Boldly for 
God,  
 

CGWM Director 
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ble. Our adult daughter has now 
discovered that one of her spiritu-
al gifts is also hospitality. During 
the pastorate, our children met 
many General Conference pastors, 
missionaries, and Christian musi-
cians because these people sat at 
our table and shared our family 
times. When I am hosting individu-
als in our home, it makes the 
effort much lighter and more re-
warding to understand that the 
gift of hospitality is serving the 
Lord. 
 
My paths of service more recently 
have been redirected from that of 
the pastorate role. I Corinthians 
12:5 assures that there are differ-
ent types of service, there are 
different kinds of service, but the 
same Lord. Even now, I find great 
fulfillment in hosting different 
types of visitors in our home 
whether they be General Confer-
ence folk, visitors from other 
countries, or ladies visiting Findlay 

Continued on page 4 

Hospitality for the 

Holidays 
By Sally Green 

After taking a Spiritual Gifts analy-
sis, it was revealed to me that 
one of my gifts was hospitality. I 
was elated to realize that God 
would give me a gift that I already 
enjoyed so much! A gift isn't 
meant to be kept in tissue paper 
in a box and left in the closet or 
trunk for safe keeping. Hospitality 
is a gift that grows in importance 
and blessings as it is used. The gift 
of ourselves is a good thing ex-
pressed in the hospitality we ex-
tend. Perhaps Martha Stewart's 
success can be attributed to the 
fact that she gives a little extra in 
everything she does, which is the 
heart of genuine hospitality. 
When we practice hospitality, we 
practice grace. 
 
During our years in the pastorate, 
it seemed that we were hosting 
someone in our home nearly eve-
ry other weekend as those guests 
came to minister to the church. 
True, hosting on that level re-
quires a lot of organiza-
tion. Juggling a full-
time job, family, and 
church obligations 
meant that there were 
few spare minutes. My 
freezer had to be well-
stocked at all times! 
Nevertheless, our fami-
ly reaped the benefits 
and the blessings con-
tinue to be immeasura-
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could not, I and some others are 
with You.  
Will You not save more, more of 
the wild and more of the natural 
who turned away? 
 
Will not someday we be the 
grandest olive tree where all can 
come for refreshing and fellow-
ship, for Your glory alone? 
 
Yes, I can now say ‘we’.  
 
We mean You, Root, and me … 
but lest I not get so zealous about 
this new life that I boast, as if I 
earned it. 
 
Thank You, dear King of the 
Branches, that You welcomed me 
in my self-sufficiency, loneliness, 
and waves of unbelief that I be-
longed.  Your careful hands or-
chestrated the grafting, which has 
become my transformation into a 
family. I am now a daughter, 
where before I was an orphan. 

 

Julie Dibble is a serv-
ant of her Lord Jesus 
Christ. Together with 
her husband Jason, 
they have two sons, 

Braedon 17 and Jackson 15, and 

one rescued pup named Rocko. 
Julie preaches, writes, hikes, and 
prays for God to use her daily in 
this broken world. Currently, she 
is on staff at Newberrytown 
Church of God as Director of Out-

reach and Evangelism.  

A Letter of Thanks from the 

Wild Branch to the Root 

by Julie Dibble 

Dear Root, 

In my darkest days, I never 
dreamed I would find you. 
Throughout my life when storms 
came, I either marched around in 
pride or hid like a seedling be-
neath the biggest tree I could find. 
When the wind stilled and the tor-
rents of rain subsided, I was still 
wild at heart with no home.  
 
Following my own way led me no-
where.  
 
Dancing in the rain only got me 
wet.  
 
It was sure that no human sought 
me, for my fruit, they said, was 
bitter.  
 
If I am honest, I was jealous of the 
natural olive branches firmly 
attached to you. People seemed 
to travel far and wide, by way of 
their dusty feet, to receive the oil 
of anointing. Not that I under-
stood what that was, I just knew I 
was excluded. 
 
The promise you have made, Oh 
Holy Root, to seek and save the 
wild branches. It is our rescue, our 
saving grace! No matter how hard 
we tried, we could not graft our-
selves. That whole grafting pro-
cess is very specific, down to the 
smallest of details. In surrender, in 
full belief You could do what we 

Hospitality 
Continued from page 3 

to attend the March Re-
treat. 
 
God has always blessed us 
with a comfortable home 
and it is our desire to share 
it with others. If your home 
is good enough for your 
family, then it's very ac-
ceptable to others also. 
After all, happiness adds 
and multiplies as we divide 
it with others. Emerson has 
given a golden thought: 
“Happy is the house that 
shelters a friend.” 
 
Allow me to share a few tips 
that have been helpful to 
me and may calm your fears 
of hosting someone in your 
home: 
 
 Remember, this is a ser-

vice to the Lord! 

 Include your guests in 
your family activities. 
We took our guests to 
our teenagers' band 
contests, parades, and 
ballgames. This made 
our kids feel appreciat-
ed and the visitors were 
sometimes starved for 
some “family” time. 

 Make your guests feel 
very special: 

 Have fresh towels for 
them dail 

 Supply a dish of mints in 



their room—they may have 
been in meetings all day 
and would appreciate them. 

 A few pieces of fresh fruit 
may be appreciated so they 
can have a private snack 
whenever they like. 

 Always supply a few toilet-
ries 

 A small arrangement of gar-
den flowers in a guest's 
room will make them feel 
welcome. 

4. Put your “Best Food For-
ward”   

Every occasion is different. A 
picnic-type meal may be very 
appropriate. Paper plates may 
be just perfect, but then dress 
up the setting with colored nap-
kins and tablecloth fitting to the 
occasion or season. Even the 
simplest menu can be made 
very special by adding extra 
little touches. It's like buying a 
gift on sale and wrapping it up 
beautifully so it looks exquisite! 
There are other occasions when 
you'll want to use pretty dishes. 
Use your best. What good is 
that beautiful gift if it's left in 
the box...or in the case...or left 
in the china cabinet. Use it and 
enjoy it. Your guests will think 
they must be very special for 
you to use your finest for them. 

 
 5.  Don't panic over food prep-

aration. Use menus that you 
feel confident preparing. I 
keep a card file noting 
guests' names, dates, menu 

served, their allergies, likes or 
dislikes, regular or decaf coffee, 
etc. This has been helpful 
through the years when I have 
returning guests or when I just 
don't know what to fix. My 
freezer is a must! I usually have 
a supply of cookies, cakes, and a 
casserole of two in the freezer 
for quick use. I'd give up my mi-
crowave before my freezer!  

 
6. Be hospitable away from home 
too: 
      Take a plate of cookies or a loaf 

of quick bread to a new neigh-
bor and invite them to church. I 
like to take cookies to each of 
our neighbors at Christmas time 
or whenever we meet across the 
fence. As our guests leave to re-
turn to their regular routine, we 
usually end with prayer and a 
hug. Those folks are no longer 
considered guests---they've be-

Offer hospitality 
to one another 
without grum-

bling. Each of you 
should use what-
ever gift you have 
received to serve 
others, as faithful 
stewards of God's 
grace in its vari-

ous forms. 

I Peter 4:9-11 
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come friends! 
 
 Whatsoever you do, do it 

all to the glory of God. I 
Corinthians 10:31 

 Therefore, I glory in Christ 
Jesus in my service to God. 
Romans 15: 17 

 Offer hospitality to one 
another without grum-
bling. Each of you should 
use whatever gift you have 
received to serve others, 
as faithful stewards of 
God's grace in its various 
forms. I Peter 4:9-11 

 
Open your homes to serve 
others. Hospitality is sharing 
your home and yourself and 
being a servant to your family 
and guests. 
 

Sally Green has been in 
the Churches of God 
since before birth! She 
grew up in the Collamer 
Church of God in South 
Whitley, Indiana, met 

her husband Dave at Summer 
Seminar in 1963 on the Findlay 
College campus, and graduated 
from Findlay College with a degree 
in elementary education. They 
have served the Lord at the Lead-
wood Church of God and Columbia 
City First Church of God and are 
now members of the College First 
Church of God in Findlay. Sally and 
Dave have been married for 56 
years and have a daughter and 
son and 4 grandchildren. Serving 
in several different capacities at 
the General Conference level for 
18 years in the WCSC/CGWM con-
tinues to be a highlight of her ca-
reer. 



Visit our Website 
https://www.cggcwomen.org/ 
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Website: 
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Facebook: 
Churches of God Women's Ministries 

(CGWM) 
 

YouTube: 
CGWM 

CGWM is funded through donations.  To donate please make check out to CGGC with WM1800 in the memo and send to:  

Churches of God General Conference, P.O. Box 926, Findlay, OH 45839 

If you or your women’s group have not been a part of Thank Offer-
ing in the past and would like to, all you need to do is get a container 
and start thanking God for the many blessings he gives you each 
day. Look for our reminders to send in your offerings in April. We 
are better together! Thank Offering barrels may be obtained by 
contacting Kathy Foor or ordering online at Berlin Packaging.. 

https://www.cggcwomen.org/
mailto:Nanjscott@comcast.net
https://www.berlinpackaging.com/f94-3-quot-x-5-5-quot-cardboard-reusable-coin-collection-cans/?fbclid=IwAR2rHQEURgPEEYqgFoVuaxJEZ-Ml7u9tgocq7vc9wf-CrLqPm5FX04ceNTw

